
IO Apostles Philip and Bart (Nathanael) 
Review John. 
What are John’s nicknames? Where was he from? What did he do? 
What do we know about John? Youngest. Last apostle to die. Only 1 not a martyr. 
Son of Zebedee, zealous, passionate, thunderous, over-confident 
What was his relationship like with Jesus? How did they love each other? 
Inner circle. “The disciple Jesus loved”. 
JOHN WAS THERE: miracles, Mount of Trans, Last Supper (next to Jesus), 
Gethsemane, Jesusʼ arrest, trial, and torture. Was at the cross. Jesus 
commanded him to take care of Mary, His mother. John was the first at the empty 
tomb. Was the first to recognize the resurrected Jesus. Saw Jesus ascend to 
heaven. Played a huge role in the early church. 
Lived to be how old? 101. Did they try to kill John? What happened instead? 
He lived thru 2 periods of Christian persecution. He had to hear about all his best 
friends being killed. He got to grade the Gospels! 
What books did he write? 
How did he end his sermons? “My dear children, love one another.” When asked 
why he always said this he said “It is the Lordʼs command, and if this alone be 
done, it is enough.” 
 
Philip 
Not Philip (the evangelist) from Acts 8:26 - this is a different Philip who was called 
to apostleship BY THE APOSTLES. He was one of seven new apostles appointed in 
Acts 6. 
He is the 5th name on every list. Indicates that he was the leader of the second circle. 
Where is he from? Bethsaida, (Galilee region) the same city as Peter and Andrew. 
Likely grew up going to the same synagogue as them. Likely childhood friends. Good 
evidence that he was also a fisherman. 
 
Philipʼs Call 
The day after John and Andrew left John the Baptist to follow Jesus...”The following day, 
Jesus wanted to go to Galilee and He found Philip and said to him, ʻFollow Meʼ (John 
1:43) This is the first time we see Jesus actually seeking out an individual. Peter, 
Andrew, James and John had more or less found Jesus...or better yet, been directed to 
Jesus by John the Baptist. He is the first one Jesus actually said to “Follow Me.” Philip 
was eager and willing to follow. 
 
Philipʼs Heart 
We see evidence of his seeking heart with how he responds to Jesusʼ calling. John 
1:45 “We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote; 
Jesus of Nazareth, son of Joseph.” Obviously, Philip and Nathanael had studied the 
Law and the Prophets and were seeking the Messiah. So we know his ears, eyes, and 
heart were already opened and therefore, he was ready to follow. 
We also see that Philip had the heart of an evangelist. His first response to Jesus was 
finding his best friend Nathanael and tell him about the Messiah. 
 



Application - The effect of friendship 
Friendships provide the most fertile soil for evangelism. When the reality of Christ is 
introduced into a relationship of love and trust that has already been established, the 
effect is powerful. Is that true in our lives? Is that true of any relationships within IO? 
Keep that in mind as we think outwardly toward witnessing to others. 
 
What do we know about Philip? Not much. Matthew, Mark, and Luke donʼt tell us 
anything. We find out only in the Gospel of John. We learn that Philip was a completely 
different personality than the first four (P, A, Ja, and John). 
He was best friends with Bartholomew (Nathanael). He brought him to Christ. 
He was a “process person”, he was a facts and figures type, by the book, practical 
minded, indecisive, reluctant, skeptical, and not forward thinking like the others. Often 
times is the guy who is finding reasons why things canʼt be done rather than finding 
ways to do them. 
 
-Feeding 5000 - (John 6:5-7)  
5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to 
Philip,“Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test 
him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 
7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages[a] to buy enough 
bread for each one to have a bite!” 
 
Jesus puts Philip on the spot. Philip was counting heads, 
trying to think of a way, but gave in to pessimism. The thought of “it canʼt be done”. 
Jesus was testing Philipʼs faith, and he responded with open unbelief. The reality of the 
situation had clouded his faith. Does this ever happen to you? Sometimes we forget 
about the limitless supernatural powers of our Lord. He can make it happen. Work, 
deadlines, family commitments, busy schedules, facing seemingly impossible odds. 
 
- Greeks come to meet Jesus - John 12:20-21  
20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the 
festival.21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. 
“Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew 
and Philip in turn told Jesus. 
 
We see here that Philip lacks boldness. He is timid. Why didnʼt he just introduce them to 
Jesus? Why did he feel like he had to go thru Andrew? He still had the right feeling in his 
heart, but where was his courage? 
Do you ever feel this way? You feel convicted to lead someone to Christ, or you are 
given a golden opportunity, but you lack the courage? You feel like youʼll screw it up? 
Youʼd rather lead them to a Christian buddy who knows more or has more experience? 
 
- The Upper Room - Of all the foolish, heartbreaking, ignorant comments made by all 
the disciples thru the years, none was more disappointing than Philipʼs comment here. 
(John 14:1-11)  
14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[a]; believe also in me. 2 My 



Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am 
going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 
Jesus the Way to the Father 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know 
the way?” 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know[b] my Father as well. From 
now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a 
long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The 
words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in 
me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 
 
He had been with Jesus for years! He had seen Jesus in action, had 
heard His teachings, yet he still did not realize that in seeing Jesus, they were seeing 
the Father himself. 
 
Redeeming Quality 
If we were interviewing Philip for the role of an apostle, weʼd probably say, “Heʼs out, 
you canʼt make him one of the twelve most important people in the history of the world.” 
But Jesus said, “Heʼs exactly what Iʼm looking for! My strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Iʼll make him a preacher. A founder of the church. Iʼll make him a ruler in the 
Kingdom and give him an eternal reward in Heaven.” 
Thankfully, the Lord uses people like Philip--lots of them. 
 
Philipʼs Death 
Tradition tells us that Philip was among the first apostles to suffer martyrdom. We know 
James was the first...Philip was the 2nd. Martyred in 51 AD. He was tied to a pillar and 
stoned to death in Heirapolis in Phrygia. 
 
Bartholomew (Nathanael) 
-Best friends with Philip. Was brought to Christ by Philip. In Scriptures, we see them 
always linked together. Not as brothers, but as close companions. 
-He is listed in all 4 lists of the apostles. In Johnʼs gospel he is named “Nathanael”. 
-According to John 21:2, he came from the small town of Cana in the Galilee region. 
This is where Jesus performed his first miracle by turning water into wine (John 2:11) 
-Virtually, everything we know about Nathanael comes from Johnʼs gospel. 
-We gain insight to his personality and character by viewing how he came to Christ. 
 
Nathanaelʼs love of Scripture 
The fact that Philip introduced Jesus in reference to Old Testament prophecies suggests 



that Nathanael knew the OT scriptures well. (John 1:45 “Philip found Nathanael and 
said to him, ʻWe have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, 
wroteʼ.”) Obviously, the truth of Scripture was some something that mattered to 
Nathanael. Philip knew this would intrigue Nathanael. We can conclude that Nathanael 
valued the truth of Scripture and therefore had an eager disposition toward Christ. This 
is why Nathanael was quick to follow and received Jesus on the spot. 
 
45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in 
the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph.” 
46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 
“Come and see,” said Philip. 
 
Nathanaelʼs Prejudice 
-Verse 46 gives us further insight into Nathanaelʼs character. Although he had a strong 
spiritual interest in Jesus and was a diligent student of Godʼs word, he still had certain 
prejudices. His response to Philip was “Can anything good come come out of 
Nazareth?” The depth of his prejudice comes in the words he chose. He couldʼve 
instead said, “As I read the OT, the prophet Micah says the Messiah comes out of 
Bethlehem, not Nazareth.” 
 
Nazareth was nothing special; not a memorable town. It was kind of a rough town...still 
is today. The Judeans looked down on the Galileans, and Galileans even looked down 
on the Nazarenes. Philip was obviously echoing the general contempt for Nazareth. It 
would be like someone from San Antonio looking down on people from Galveston. Or 
someone from Dallas looking down on the people of El Paso. 
 
We are all guilty of prejudice in some form. Nathanaelʼs prejudice caused him to be 
skeptical when Philip told him the Messiah was from Nazareth. But, fortunately, his 
prejudice wasnʼt strong enough to keep him from Christ. His prejudiced mind was not as 
strong as his seeking heart. 
 
Philipʼs Heart 
The most important aspect of Nathanaelʼs character is expressed from the lips of Jesus. 
Jesusʼ first words to Nathanael was were a powerful commendation of his character. 
John 1:47 “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!” 
 
Can you imagine a more wonderful thing than to have these words of approval come 
out of the mouth of Jesus? It would be one thing to hear it at the end of your life, at your 
funeral, at your eulogy, but how about Jesus saying that about you at the very start? 
-This speaks volumes about Nathanaelʼs character. Yes, he had a prejudiced mind in 
the beginning, but his heart was pure. His love for God, and his desire to know the 
Messiah were genuine. His faith was authentic. 
 
Philipʼs Faith 
Because his heart was sincere and his faith was real, he overcame his prejudice. 



Read John 1:48 
48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 

Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called 
you.” 

This put a whole different spin on things. This was not flattery; it was omniscience! 
Jesus wasnʼt there to see Nathanael under the fig tree...and Nathanael knew this. 
Suddenly he realized he was standing in the presence of Someone who could see into 
his very heart with an omniscient eye! 
 
Whatʼs significant about the fig tree? 
Read page 145 of “Twelve Ordinary Men”. 
It was not only that Jesus saw his location, but that He saw his heart as well. He knew 
the sincerity of Nathanaelʼs character because He saw right into him when he was 
under the fig tree. 
That was enough for Nathanael! He answered in verse 49 “Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God! You are the King of Israel!” 
 
Compare to Philip 
Here we see Nathanael seeing and immediately believing. Whereas, Philip, after being 
with Jesus for two years and witnessing miracles still had not quite grasped that truth. 
We see that in the scene of the Upper Room. “Show us the Father”. What Philip did not 
understand until the very end, Nathanael understood from the very start. He understood 
from day one! 
 
Read John 1:50-51 
50 Jesus said, “You believe[a] because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will 
see greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you,[b] you[c] will see 
‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’[d] the Son of Man.” 
 
How awesome to see someone so trustworthy and trusting from the very beginning. 
Jesusʼ words to Nathanael were a reference to an OT account (Gen 28:12 A ladder was 
set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it”. In other words, Jesus is the ladder that connects 
heaven and earth. COOL analogy! 
 
Nathanaelʼs Death 
Thatʼs all we know about Nathanael from Scriptures. There is no reliable record of how 
he died. 
 
Read Jesus Freaks page 205  
 
“You are unsettling the worship of our gods.  And not only that, you have perverted my 
own brother!” the king of Armenia shouted at Bartholomew.  But Bartholomew did not 
back down.   



One of the original twelve disciples, he had boldly preached Jesus Christ for 37 years.  
Starting in the heathen cities throughout what is now Turkey, he then traveled to India.  
Here, after he learned the language, he translated the gospel of Matthew and taught the 
Indians in their native tongue.  Later he preached in twelve different cities in the country 
of Armenia (located between the present-day countries of Turkey and Iran).  Many 
people turned from idolatry to worship Jesus, including the king of Armenia’s brother 
and his family.  
Bartholomew boldly answered the king saying, “I have preached the true worship of God 
throughout your country.  I have not perverted your brother and his family, but rather 
have converted them to the truth.” 
King Astyages threatened Bartholomew, “Unless you stop preaching Christ and make 
sacrifices to the god Ashtaroth, you will be put to death.” 
“You can be sure of this, King Astyages, I will never sacrifice to your idol.  I would 
rather seal my testimony with my blood than do the smallest act against my faith or 
conscience.” 
Upon hearing this, the king ordered, “I want this man to suffer severe torture.  First, beat 
him with rods.  After that, suspend him upside down on a cross and skin him alive!” 
Following the king’s command, Bartholomew was beaten, crucified, and flayed.  Despite 
all this, he was still conscious and continued to exhort the people to believe in Jesus and 
worship the true God.  
Finally to prevent him from saying anything else, the king’s men took an ax and cut off 
his head.  Bartholomew was united with Jesus, his Lord.  
 
He was beaten, crucified, and skinned alive! Despite all this, he was still alive and 
exhorting the people to believe in Jesus and worship the true God. To prevent him from 
saying anything else, the king’s men took an axe and cut off his head. And then 
Bartholomew/Nathanael was united with Jesus, his Lord. 
 
Nathanael was faithful till the end, because he was faithful from the start.	


