
IO Apostles Matthew (Levi) and Thomas
Review Philip.
What did he do? Where was he from? Who was his best friend? 
Philip was called by Jesus saying “Follow Me.” What was the first thing Philip did?
John 1:45 “We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote; 
Jesus of Nazareth, son of Joseph.”--- We see his knowledge of OT scripture and the fact 
that he had a seeking heart.  What do we also see?  He has the heart of an Evangelist.
We only hear about Philip in Johnʼs gospel...nowhere else. Prior to being empowered by 
the HS at Pentecost, he was a process person, lacking zeal. He often times is the guy 
finding reasons why things canʼt be done, rather than finding ways to do them.
Feeding of the 5000 - Jesus tests Philip (John 6:5-7) and puts him on the spot. His 
practical mind allowed reality to cloud his faith in Jesus and His infinite possibilities.
Greeks come and want to meet Jesus - Philip lacks confidence in introducing them to 
Jesus.  So he goes thru Andrew. He had the right heart, but lacked the courage.
The Upper Room - Jesusʼ body is resurrected and the apostles lock themselves in a 
room. They are in distress as they try to come to grips with what has happened. Jesus 
appears to them, proving that He has resurrected. And then Philip makes a really 
disappointing, heartbreaking comment. (John 14:1-11) He had been with Jesus for years!  
He had seen Jesus in action, had heard His teachings, yet he still did not realize that in 
seeing Jesus, they were seeing the Father himself. 
If we were interviewing Philip for the role of an apostle, weʼd probably say, “Heʼs out, you 
canʼt make him one of the twelve most important people in the history of the world.” But 
Jesus said, “Heʼs exactly what Iʼm looking for! My strength is made perfect in weakness. 
Iʼll make him a preacher. A founder of the church. Iʼll make him a ruler in the Kingdom 
and give him an eternal reward in Heaven.” 
Thankfully, the Lord uses people like Philip--lots of them.
He is the 2nd apostle to be martyred. He was tied to a pillar and stoned to death.

Review Nathanael (Bartholomew).
Who was his best friend? Again all we know about him comes from Johnʼs gospel where 
he is referred to as Nathanael.
Obviously, the truth of Scripture was some something that mattered to Nathanael.  Philip 
knew this would intrigue Nathanael.  We can conclude that Nathanael valued the truth of 
Scripture and therefore had an eager disposition toward Christ.  This is why Nathanael 
was quick to follow and received Jesus on the spot.
His response to Philip was “Can anything good come come out of Nazareth?” The depth 
of his prejudice comes in the words he chose. We are all guilty of prejudice in some 
form. Nathanaelʼs prejudice caused him to be skeptical when Philip told him the Messiah 
was from Nazareth. But, fortunately, his prejudice wasnʼt strong enough to keep him from 
Christ. His prejudiced mind was not as strong as his seeking heart.
Nathanaelʼs Heart -The most important aspect of Nathanaelʼs character is expressed 
from the lips of Jesus.  Jesusʼ first words to Nathanael was were a powerful 
commendation of his character. John 1:47 “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
deceit!”
Can you imagine a more wonderful thing than to have these words of approval come out 
of the mouth of Jesus? 
His response to Jesusʼ comment about seeing him under the fig tree was “Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God!  You are the King of Israel!” 
Compare to Philip



Here we see Nathanael seeing and immediately believing.  Whereas, Philip, after being 
with Jesus for two years and witnessing miracles still had not quite grasped that truth.  
We see that in the scene of the Upper Room.  “Show us the Father”. What Philip did not 
understand until the very end, Nathanael understood from the very start. He understood 
from day one! 
Nathanaelʼs Death - He was beaten, crucified upside down, and skinned alive!  Despite all 
this, he was still alive and exhorting the people to believe in Jesus and worship the true 
God.  To prevent him from saying anything else, the kingʼs men took an axe and cut off 
his head.  And then Bartholomew/Nathanael was united with Jesus, his Lord.

Matthew (Levi)
Of all the twelve, none was more notorious a sinner than Matthew.  Listed in Mark and 
Luke by his Jewish name Levi. 
What is Matthew known for?
- He wrote the gospel of Matthew
- He was a tax collector when Jesus called him. He is the most unlikely candidate to be an 

apostle because tax collectors were the most despised people in Israel. They were hated by 
the entire Jewish society.  WHY? 

- Tax collectors: 
- would extorted money from the people of Israel to feed the Roman coffers and then pad their 

own pockets.  In other words, they took money illegally from the Israelites and to not only fund 
the Roman architecture projects, but kept it for themselves and made themselves rich.

- They often strong-armed money out of people by using thugs. The book 12 Ord Men describes 
them as “despicable, vile, unprincipled scoundrels”! Matthew 21:31-32 says tax collectors were 
on the same level socially as harlots. 

- They were the worst of the worst. No self-respecting Jew in his right mind would ever choose 
to be a tax collector.  They were banned from the synagogues and forbidden to sacrifice and 
worship in the temple. They had essentially cut themselves off not only from their own people, 
but from God. 

- It is a stunning reality that Jesus would choose a guy like Matthew.
Matthewʼs Call
Matthew 9:9 records his call... “As Jesus passed on from Capernaum, He saw a man named 
Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He said to his, “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed 
Him.”  That is the only glimpse of Matthew we have from his own Gospel.
This says a lot about Matthewʼs character. He walked away from everything. He abandoned his 
tax office, and walked away from his cursed profession forever!  
What did Matthew do next?
- He had a party!  He invited a large number of his fellow tax collectors and various other kinds 

of scoundrels and social outcasts to meet Jesus. He was so thrilled to have found the 
Messiah, that he wanted to introduce Jesus to everyone he knew. So he held a large banquet. 

- Luke 5:29-32 
- Why did Matthew invite tax collectors and other lowlifes? Bc they were the only kind of people 

he knew, and the only ones who would associate with a man like Matthew.  His only friends 
were lowlifes of society - criminals, hoodlums, and prostitutes. They were the ones he invited 
to his house to meet Jesus.

Why did Matthew walk away from everything and follow Jesus?



The best answer we can come up with is that despite the fact he had spent years as a despised 
tax collector, deep down inside he knew he was still a Jew who knew and loved the OT.  Likely, 
he was spiritually hungry!  He was starving for righteousness!  We know that God was seeking 
him, and the HS was drawing him in.  It was irresistible. 
-We know Matthew knew the OT very well because his gospel quotes the OT 99 times!! That is 
more than Mark, Luke, and John combined!! 
-And since he was forbidden to step foot in the synagogue, we know his knowledge of 
the Scriptures was due to his own personal pursuit of Godʼs word!  How bout that!?  He 
was staying in the Word, reading his Bible on his own!
-Here we see that Matthew believed in the true God! 
-He must have known about Jesus, bc while sitting in the tax booths, he would have heard 
information and stories all the time about Jesus performing miracles, casting out demons, and 
banishing diseases.  So when Jesus showed up and called him to follow Him, he had enough 
faith to drop everything and follow.  
Take Away - Matthew is a vivid reminder that the Lord often chooses the most despicable 
people of this world, redeems them, gives them new hearts, and uses them in remarkable ways. 
Matthewʼs Death
- After ministering to the Jews in Israel and abroad for many years, he was led to Ethiopia where 

he ministered and performed miracles.  Ethiopiaʼs King Aeglippus favored the Christians, but 
when he died, an unbelieving heathen took the throne. King Hytacus had Matthew arrested 
while he stood teaching in his church. He was dragged outside, nailed to the ground with short 
spears, and beheaded. He died in 66 AD. 

Thomas
Known as “Doubting Thomas”, but weʼre gonna see how this might not be the most fitting label 
for him.  Heʼs a better man than most stories would indicate.
-But it is fair to say that he was a negative person.  One book compares him to Eeyore from 
Winnie the Pooh...a negative worrywort, always anticipating the worst. Pessimist!  
-Thomas was also called “Didymus” which means “the twin” (John 11:16).  Apparently he had a 
twin brother or sister, but his twin is never mentioned in Scripture. 
- We learn everything we know about him from Johnʼs gospel. Like Nathanael, he is listed only 

once in the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, & Luke), but no details about him are revealed 
there. 

Give him a break!  This man has courage!
John 11 - Story of Lazarus.  Jesus had friends in the town of Bethany, which is just outside of 
Jerusalem (the temple was within sight). Word was sent to Jesus (v. 3) “...Lord, the one you love 
is sick.” Read the story...
-Obviously the disciples were afraid to go near Jerusalem.  (v.8) “But Rabbi, a short while ago 
the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going back there?” And we see from one chapter 
prior to this: (John 10:39) “Again they tried to seize Him, but He escaped their grasp.”  So, 
obviously the Jews wanted Jesus dead!  You can bet they had bounty hunters on the lookout. 
This was not a good place to be if you were a follower of Jesus.  
Yet, here we see Thomas speak up for the first time (v. 16) “Let us also go, that we may die with 
Him.”
-Now THAT is pessimistic!  Youʼre heading to battle with Jesus on your side!  And youʼre 
honestly thinking that youʼre heading into death!!?? Cʼmon! Hide the razors from this guy!!  
-But think about this: all the other disciples are probably lookin around at eachother, asking one 
another “Whaduya think? You gonna go?”  They donʼt want any part of getting stoned!  Yet here 



we see Thomas stepping up.  Although heʼs pessimistic, it is courageous!  It is heroic 
pessimism.  He was convinced that Jesus was walking into certain death. But if that is what the 
Lord wants to do, Thomas was determined to go and die with Him!  You gotta admire that 
courage!
Think about the opposite...the optimist.  If Thomas were optimistic, he wouldʼve said something 
like, “Letʼs go guys.  Everything will work out; the Lord knows what heʼs doing. Weʼll be fine!” 
And with that attitude, it would be easy to be loyal and courageous enough to follow.  BUT 
THOMAS the complete opposite!  And it is HARD for a pessimist to be loyal, bc he is convinced 
the worst will happen.  This is heroic pessimism.  This is real courage!
-It is obvious from this account that Thomas was devoted to Christ. He did not want to live 
without Jesus.  If Jesus was going to die, Thomas wanted to die with Him. 
-Thomas was an example of strength to all the other apostles.  We see in Scripture that they did 
indeed follow Jesus.  They faced their fears and went with Him. Iʼm sure Thomasʼ courage, 
although pessimistic, had a huge influence on them digging deep for Christ.

Thomasʼ Love 
John 14...read it.  
Again Thomas is pessimistic. In essence, heʼs saying, “Lord, youʼre leaving. Weʼll never get 
where youʼre going. We donʼt even know HOW to get there!  If you leave, how will we ever find 
you?” 
You think a part of Thomas was trying to convince Jesus to not go?  Thomas had a deep love 
for Christ, and it would make more sense if he could just stay with Jesus until the end...until 
death.  His heart was probably breaking as Jesus is talking about leaving.  He had grown so 
close and become so attached to Jesus over the years, that he would be glad to die with Christ, 
but the thought of being separated from Him was devastating.  We can admire Thomas devotion 
to Christ.  We see how much he loved Jesus. 

The infamous “Doubting” Moment  
John 20:19 -  Jesus appears to his apostles, but Thomas is not there!  He missed the whole 
thing!  Where is he!!??  
- Bc we know how negative and pessimistic he is, perhaps he was off on his own somewhere 

wallowing in his own misery. Again, heʼs like Eeyore. Jesus was gone. Thomas was crushed, 
devastated, and maybe just wanted to be alone. Heʼs Eeyore...heʼs not in the mood to be in a 
crowd, even with his closest friends.  So, he misses out when Jesus comes to visit the 
apostles.  Pick up at verse 24.

- This is where we get his nickname “Doubting Thomas” .  But letʼs set the record straight...Mark 
16:10-11 says after Mary Magdalene saw Jesus, “She went and told those who had been with 
Him, as they mourned and wept. And when they heard that He was alive and had been seen 
by her, they did not believe.”  See!!  Heʼs just like everyone else!!  They were all in doubt!! 

- What set Thomas apart was that he allowed his pessimism to lead him away to solitude.  Heʼs 
the type that would rather be miserable alone. 

- Pick up verse 26. Read it. Nobody had to tell Jesus what Thomas had said.  He went directly 
to Thomas.  Notice that Jesus was not stern. He was not upset that Thomas had doubted. He 
showed Thomas his wounds and was very gentle with his words.  See friends, Jesus 
understands our feelings. He knows how to handle us when we are upset, frustrated, sad, or in 
this case pessimistic and doubtful. He understands our weaknesses (Heb 4:15).  

- Thomasʼ response is great, “My Lord and my God!!” v. 28.  Suddenly, in that moment, Thomas 
is transformed into a new person.  He never doubted Jesus again!  A short time later, at 



Pentecost, along with the other Apostles, he was filled with the HS and empowered for 
ministry.  

Thomasʼ Death
Thomas spread the gospel as far as India and North Africa. Jesus Freaks page 57.  He was 
tortured with red-hot metal plates, then thrown into a glowing furnace.  To the amazement of all, 
the fire did not hurt Thomas.  When the men saw this, they were so angry, they threw spears 
and javelins into the furnace at him. Thomas was pierced in the side, and fell to his death.

Conclusion   
Itʼs interesting that God would use a tax collector like Matthew and a pessimist like Thomas.  
Matthew was once the worst of the worst...a vile sinner, despicable outcast.  Thomas was a 
tender-hearted, moody, pessimistic individual.  
Both of them were transformed by Christ in the same way He transformed the others.

ARE YOU BEGINNING TO GET THE IDEA OF WHAT KIND OF PEOPLE GOD USES??  He 
can use ANYONE!!

The one thing all these apostles (except Judas) had in common was a willingness to 
acknowledge their own sinfulness and look to Christ for grace.  He met them with grace, 
mercy, and forgiveness and transformed their lives into lives that would glorify Him. He does 
that for all who truly trust Him. He does it for you and me!   

 


